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42.000 km2 

5 Millionen 
Einwohner 

7000 km 
Küstenlinie 

700 Inseln 

3700 imker  



Danish Beekeepers Association – Flemming Vejsnæs 

42.000 km2 

5 mill 
inhabitants 

7000 km 
coast line 

700 islands 

4000 
beekeepers  



A VERY BEUTIFUL COUNTRY -  

ANYWAY – BUT FARMLAND 
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WINTER IN DENMARK 

 

NECTAR FLOW 
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SPRING 
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SPRING 
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WINTERRAPE 
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CLOWER IN THE SUMMER 
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HEATHER HONEY 



BREEDING USING ISLANDS FOR ISOLATED MATING 

carnica buckfast 

ligustica mellifera 



BREEDING ON THE ISLANDS, RACES OF BEES 
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NO OF MEMBERS 
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NO OF MEMBERS 



n=679 beekeepers 

13.657 colonies 

20,11 col/beekeeper 

 

Winterloss = 15,01 % 

BEEKEEPER STATISTICS SPRING 2010 
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LOSSES IN EUROPE 2008 

Graphic Wolfgang Ritter 



LOSSES WITHOUT THE BIG LOSSES 1986 - 2010  

Dänischer Imkerverband – Flemming Vejsnæs 

11,57 % X X X 
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15 % 

winterlosses  

= 3 % more then 

normal 



60% ONLY HAVE MINOR LOSSES IN 2008 
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Losses in % 
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COLONI LOSSES NETWORK – COLOSS 
PREVENTION OF HONEYBEE COLONY LOSSES 

214 MEMBERS  – 51 COUNTRIES 

Graphic Peter Neumann 



THE COLOSS NETWORK  
– "WHY REINVENT THE WHEEL" 
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WG 1. MONITORING  & DIAGNOSIS 

WG 2. PESTS & PATHOGENS 

WG 3. ENVIRONMENT & BEEKEEPING  

WG 4. DIVERSITY & VITALITY  



INTERNATIONAL QUESTIONNAIRE 
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IN COLLABORATION WITH 

BEEKEEPERS 

 

QUICKLY GATHER DATA 

 

 25 COUNTRIES 

 15,066 QUESTIONNAIRES 

 638,927 COLONIES OF BEES 

 300,000 SINGLE DATA 

 

THE DANISH QUESTIONNAIRE 



Graphic Romee van der Zee 
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TEKST 
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Graphic Romee van der Zee 



CCD 
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Coloss WG 1 2010 in preb 
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Beekeeper 

Honey harvest 2009 

X = 35,91 kg 

N = 602 

Correlation 

between honey 

bee mortality 

and honeyyield 
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No of migrations 

No of migrations 

 

Correlation between 

migration and 

losses 
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Do not know 

22% 

food shortage 

Bad queens 

26% 

Varroa 

6% 

Nosema 

4% 

Week colonies 

25% 

Beekeepers own rating - why your bees die 

152 OTHER 
EXPLANATIONS 
 
 VIRUS 
 MOUSE 
 SNOW 
 WASPS 
 BIRDS 
 VANDALISM 
 DYSENTERY 

Many 

explanations. 

Varroa is no 

problem  

Danish Beekeepers Association – Flemming Vejsnæs 



0

5

10

15

20

25

30

august september oktober november

Winterlosses compared to feeding time 

L
O

S
S

E
S

 I
N

 P
E

R
C

E
N

T
 

Late feeding 

= 

Late  

Varroa treatment 

Flemming Vejsnæs – Danmarks Biavlerforening 

** 
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Winterlosses compared to bee race 

 carnica mellifera ligustica buckfast Hybrid Do not 
     Local rase know 
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Særnr.: Offentlig bekæmpelse af bisygdomme i 50 år. Tfb 5/99 
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American foulbrood in DK 
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133 

2000 2004 

86 

2005 

58 

Amercian foulbrood in DK 

0.38 % 258. år.  



Kommentar 
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VARROA – THE MAIN PROBLEM 



VARROA COMBAT STRATEGY 

1. Dronebrood 

removal 

3. Oxalic 

trickling 
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2. 

Krämerboard  

Mitecounting 



VARROA COMBAT STRATEGY  

COMMERCIAL BEEKEEPER 

1 and 3 

Oxalic 

trickling 

Mitecounting 
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2. 

Krämerboard  



NO. OF TREATMENTS 
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NO. OF VARROA-TREATMENTS 
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No of methods 

Using 2 or 3 

methods give 

the greatest 

success 
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IMPORTANCE OF LATE-SUMMER TREATMENT 
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 Late fall   No 
 oxalic acid treatment  late fall treatment 

Late fall 

treatment with 

oxalic acid is 

extremely 

important 
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WE NEED A WARNINGESYSTEM 
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WWW.CAPAZ.DE – ELECTRONIC HIVESCALE 

http://www.capaz.de/


SCALES AND OBSERVATIONSAPIARIES 
IN DENMARK 
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EXAMINE HEALTY BEE’S 



Danmarks Biavlerforening – Flemming Vejsnæs Danish Beekeepers Association – Flemming Vejsnæs 

HONEY-METRE 

Latvia 
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HONEY FLOW/FOOD CONSUMPTION 
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FLOW STOP 

Lost 10 kg 
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100 MITE COUNTERS – 3 TIMES PR. SEASON 
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DAILY NATURAL MITE DOWNFALL WEEK 22 AND 31 IN 
2008 AND 2009 

UP TO 0,5 MITES 0,5-1 MITE 1-2 MITES 2-8 MITES MORE 8 MITES 
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Do you know why honey is yellow ?  
Bee happy - it is not brown ! 
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THANKYOU  
I WISH YOU A SUCCESFUL BEEKEEPING  

SEASON 2010 


